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COMMUNIQUÉ 
 
 

TO:   Ontario First Nation Leadership 

FROM:  Chiefs of Ontario Secretariat – Health Sector 

DATE:           September 22, 2022 

RE:  HEALTH SECTOR UPDATE 

 

Updates: Moderna Spikevax Bivalent Covid-19 Vaccine Booster 
        

     Fall and Winter Vaccination Guidance 
 

     MonkeyPox 
 

A bivalent vaccine (targeting more than one strain of the coronavirus) has been developed to 
protect against the original strain of the virus and the omicron variant. From what has been 
published to date, the bivalent COVID-19 booster is a safe and effective way for people to better 
protect themselves against the most recently circulating COVID-19 variants. 
 
On September 1, 2022, Health Canada authorized the use of Moderna Spikevax Bivalent (50 
mcg) Covid-19 vaccine as a booster dose in adults 18 years of age or older. In Ontario, the 
Bivalent COVID-19 booster vaccine is available for the following individuals, if at least six months 
(168 days) ** have passed since their last dose regardless of the number of booster doses 
received: 

 First Nation, Inuit, and Métis individuals and their non-Indigenous household members 
aged 18 and over; 

 Individuals aged 70 and over; 

 Residents of long-term care homes, retirement homes, Elder Care Lodges and 
individuals living in other congregate settings that provide assisted-living and health 
services; 

 Moderately to severely immunocompromised individuals aged 12 and over; 

 Pregnant individuals aged 18 and over; and 

 Health care workers aged 18 and over. 
 

Source: Ontarians Aged 18+ Eligible for Bivalent COVID-19 Booster Dose | Ontario Newsroom 

 
With informed consent, individuals may receive the COVID-19 bivalent booster dose in less than 
6 months as long as 3 months have passed since they received their last dose. 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002277/ontarians-aged-18-eligible-for-bivalent-covid-19-booster-dose


 
 

 
As of September 26, 2022, all individuals 18+ will be eligible to receive a bivalent COVID-19 
booster vaccine. Studies have revealed that this vaccine is safe and that there have been no 
serious adverse reactions noted. There is no data however on the efficacy or safety of the 
Moderna Spikevax Bivalent (50mcg) Covid-19 Vaccine in individuals <18 years of age. Studies 
have revealed that Bivalent vaccines may produce a greater breadth of immune response and 
protection against future variants of concern. Individuals who were previously infected with 
COVID-19 may experience a greater and more rapidly induced immune response from the 
Bivalent vaccine. More information in regards to other Bivalent Vaccines seeking approval through 
Health Canada will be provided at a later date. 
 
Fall and Winter Vaccination Guidance: 
 
The likelihood, timing, and severity of a future wave of COVID-19 are uncertain; however what 
we do know is that with indoor and seasonal gatherings, the later fall and winter months may lead 
to an increase of SARS-CoV-2 in some communities. Late fall and winter is also a time when the 
incidence rates for other respiratory diseases are elevated, which can lead to increased pressure 
on healthcare clinics, and medical staff in your communities. Although Omicron is the variant 
predominantly circulating in Ontario at this time, there is the potential for a new variant or wave of 
COVID-19 to develop. Given these uncertainties, Chiefs of Ontario will continue to monitor 
national and provincial data in order to identify emerging trends.  
 
General COVID-19 Vaccination Guidance: 
 
As new information is released on a weekly basis, it is difficult to keep up to date on protocols and 
recommendations for vaccinations. A summary of all recommended guidance can be found on 
the Government of Canada website including recommendations from The National Advisory 
Committee on Immunization (NACI) and the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) link below: 
 
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-
immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#t1  
 

1. NACI is recommending: 

 Individuals in the authorized age groups are strongly encouraged to be 
immunized with a primary series of an authorized mRNA vaccine.  

 Continues to recommend a first and a second booster. 

 Individuals who are at increased risk of severe illness from COVID-19 should be 
offered a fall COVID-19 vaccine booster dose regardless of the number of 
booster doses previously received, including: 

 Older adults (≥65 years of age)  
 Residents of long-term care facilities or congregate living settings for 

seniors  
 Individuals 12 years of age and older with an underlying medical condition 

that places them at high risk of severe COVID-19 ( those with cardiac or 
pulmonary disorders, diabetes, renal disease or other underlying immune 
compromising conditions) 

 Adults in or from First Nations, Métis, or Inuit communities 
 Adults in racialized communities and/or marginalized communities (e.g. 

people living with disabilities) disproportionately affected by COVID-19  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#t1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#t1


 
 

 Residents of other congregate living settings (e.g., quarters for migrant workers, 
shelters, correctional facilities, group homes) who are 12 years of age and older  

  
2. NACI recommends that all other individuals 12 to 64 years of age may be offered a fall 

COVID-19 booster dose regardless of the number of booster doses previously received. 
As mentioned above as of September 26th everyone over 18+ years of age will be 
eligible for the new COVID-19 Bivalent Booster vaccine. 

 
3. NACI recommends that COVID-19 booster doses may be offered at an interval of 6 

months after the previous COVID-19 vaccine dose or SARS-CoV-2 infection. However, a 
shorter interval of at least 3 months may be warranted if there is a heightened risk for the 
individual.  

 
4. For all current vaccine-eligible individuals (i.e., aged 5 years and older), concurrent 

administration of other vaccines (e.g., seasonal inactivated influenza vaccine) and any 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine is acceptable and may increase efficiency for fall 
vaccination programming.  

 
Monkey Pox 
 
According to Public Health Ontario and data received from the Ontario Ministry of Health 
Integrated Public Health Information System (iPHIS) database as of September 13, 2022, there 
are 656 confirmed cases of monkey pox in Ontario. Of those 656 cases 651 (99.2%) are male 
and 5 (0.8%) are female. The average age of confirmed cases is 36.5 years. Although cases have 
mostly been identified among males who report sexual or intimate contact with other males, 
anyone can get monkey pox. Various factors that may increase the potential risk for exposure 
include close, sexual, and/or other intimate contact with someone who has a monkey pox rash, 
sore or scabs. 
 
Please see the link below for further information on the management of monkey pox. 
 
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/monkeypox.aspx#health_sector_resources 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/monkeypox.aspx#health_sector_resources

